Botulism: a case report.
The 4th case of botulism in South Africa is reported. Unusual features are the detection of toxin in the patient's serum 7 weeks after the onset of the illness and the need for 14 weeks' intermittent positive pressure ventilation. Symptomatic treatment and meticulous nursing resulted in complete recovery. The microbiology, pathophysiology, clinical features, diagnosis and management of botulism are briefly reviewed.